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And Creative Knowledge Production Using The Historical Collections from Namibia Held at the
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

On 27 May, 23 artefacts from different Namibian communities, in the collection of the Ethnologisches Museum

in Berlin will travel to Namibia to be reconnected with their communities of origin, researchers, artists, and the

public in Namibia. The project is based on collaborative provenance research conducted with experts from

Namibia in Berlin and will pave the way for future returns of artefacts from museums in Germany and Europe to

Namibia. The project is funded by the Gerda Henkel Stiftung.

The collaborative project “Confronting Colonial Pasts, Envisioning Creative Futures” seeks to unlock the healing and

creative potential of the colonial collections from Namibia held at the Ethnologisches Museum in Berlin (EM) and

the National Museum of Namibia (NMN) in Windhoek. It reconnects the collections with each other and with their

communities of origin, researchers, artists, and the public in Namibia. It supports the foundation of a new museum

- The Museum of Namibian Fashion - and evaluates and improves the capacity and infrastructure in Namibia to

welcome home artefacts from museums in Germany and Europe that will be returned to Namibia in the future.

At the heart of the project are four processes:

1) Conducting collaborative provenance research on the collections from Namibia at the Ethnologisches Museum,

Staatliche Museen zu Berlin-Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (EM) and curating an exhibition about the research

process at the Humboldt Forum

2) Bringing artefacts from the EM in Berlin back to Namibia, based on collaborative provenance research, and

bringing them into dialogue with the collections at the NMN

2) Conducting workshops at the NMN using the artefacts of both museums (EM and NMN) with Namibian heritage

experts, researchers, community representatives, and contemporary artists, as well as fieldwork using digitized

collections in heritage communities throughout Namibia.

3) Working with the artefacts and digitized collections to expand the capacity and infrastructure of the NMN and

the Museums Association of Namibia (MAN) in the fields of conservation, digitization, curatorial practice, and

community engagement

The project’s aim is to use these processes to reactivate knowledge about the artefacts, document and preserve

immaterial and material cultural heritage, and provide a vital source of inspiration for artists and designers. The

knowledge thus created, including oral histories, artworks, and documentation, will be shared with the wider

public in an online database and in an exhibition at a newly founded Museum of Namibian Fashion in Otjiwarongo

(as well as in an exhibition at the NMN in Windhoek and in a joint publication, both to be conceptualized in a

subsequent phase of the project). By reconnecting stakeholders in Namibia with colonial collections from Berlin

and Windhoek, the project seeks to engage with colonial trauma, spur new cultural production, and envision

decolonial, creative futures.

Esther Moombolah/Gôagoses, The National Museum of Namibia, Director: Heritage and Culture

Programmes: “The National Museum of Namibia is delighted to be a partner in the collaborative research project

“Confronting Colonial Pasts, Envisioning Creative Futures”. One of the core goals of the project is to reconnect

historical artefacts in the collection of the Ethnologisches Museum in Berlin with communities of origin, artists and

scholars in Namibia. In 2019 and 2020, a group of experts made up of community representatives, scholars, artists

and museum experts from Namibia selected 23 artefacts in the collection of the Ethnologisches Museum according

to their historical, cultural and aesthetic significance and their outstanding potential to contribute to the study and
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revitalization of cultural heritage in Namibia. I am honoured to bring back the artefacts to Namibia and excited to

see what knowledge and artistic creations their return will spark amongst communities throughout Namibia.”

Nehoa Hilma Kautondokwa, Chairperson at MAN: “MAN has coordinated this multi-pronged project to

reconnect the collections with each other and with their heritage communities, researchers, artists and the

Namibian Public. We believe that museums are the custodians of our cultural heritage and are, therefore, the ideal

spaces to develop and strengthen the educational role of cultural knowledge. For this reason, MAN collaborated

with the National Museum of Namibia and the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, to ensure that the project

creates synergy between museums and the formal education curriculum.”

Maria Caley, Chairperson of the Project Advisory Board and Lecturer, University of Namibia: “A first for

Namibian designers to work on a project of this magnitude, the process has been rewarding and healing.

As creatives, we wanted to find creative ways of dealing with our colonial history and find healing.

Through this exercise, we moved towards finding our political voices in the public sphere in our creative

practices. To us these artefacts are not a ‘dead past’, these artefacts have an existing reality, which we

can now engage. This is a groundbreaking moment for us; to absorb the physical cultural artefacts makes

our creation processes rich. There is only so much you can observe from a photograph, but to look at the

physical cultural object unlocks creativity through tactile.”

Dr. Goodman Gwasira, Senior Lecturer Archaeology and Heritage Studies , University of Namibia:

“Given the global ‘repatriation and restitution hype’ that followed the publication of the Saar and Savoy report in

2018, it became imperative for institutions of higher learning in Africa to join and aim at eventually leading the

restitution discourse. At the same time, such institutions have the task of preparing the receiving destinations for

better care of returned belongings. The current project achieves these two important aims through the Masters in

Material Culture programme at the University of Namibia. The Master's study programme aims at developing the

capacity for international dialogue and care of belongings.”

Ndapewoshali Ashipala, Acting Director MAN and project co-lead: “At the heart of all collaborative

research with regards to African collections in European museums, is the need for the research to be steered by the

communities from which the collections originate. MAN has overseen this project with the guidance of the Advisory

Board which is composed of stakeholders from the heritage, arts and culture sectors and academia. The Advisory

Board helped us to steer the project in the direction that best represents and benefits the Namibian people.

However, MAN views museums as organic cultural and research centres which grow and change over time.

Therefore, we view the return of the artefacts and the launch of the Museum of Namibian Fashion not as the end of

a chapter, but rather as a catalyst for more in-depth research and conversation. We are excited for the Namibian

public to take ownership of the Museum of Namibian Fashion and identify further areas of research.”

Hermann Parzinger, President of the Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (SPK): "The project is of great

importance for the SPK, as it combines various aspects that are of great relevance for a contemporary

handling of collections from colonial contexts: On the one hand, the in-depth cooperation with experts

from the regions of origin and an exchange about the ideas for dealing with the collections, which really

takes place on an equal footing. On the other hand, a creative rethinking of the collections, in this case as

an archive of Namibian fashion and design history, as exemplified in the exhibition in the Humboldt
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Forum in Berlin and the Museum of Namibian Fashion in Otjiwarongo. The fact that the Gerda Henkel

Stiftung is so generously funding this collaboration is valuable to us.”

Julia Binter, provenance researcher and co-head of the project at the Zentralarchiv / Ethnologisches

Museum of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin: “The joint research process with our partners from

Namibia gave us the opportunity to listen and learn. The research questions we initially developed at the

Ethnologisches Museum arose from our belief that we have a responsibility to understand the colonial

contexts in which the artefacts were acquired. We also wanted to analyse whether artefacts are directly

related to contexts of colonial violence. Our Namibian research partners have shown us that it is just as

important to look ahead and develop creative visions of the future. Hence the title of our joint project

'Confronting Colonial Pasts, Envisioning Creative Futures'".

Larissa Förster, Head of the Department of Cultural and Collective artefacts from Colonial Contexts at

the Deutsches Zentrum Kulturgutverluste and scientific advisor on the project: “artefacts that were

collected in Namibia before and during or under German colonial rule were used in museum work in

Germany for a long time neglected. The project addresses this blind spot. We hope that the project can

pave the way for long-term cooperation between the German and Namibian museum sectors.”

Lars-Christian Koch, director of the Ethnologisches Museum in Berlin: “By bringing stakeholders in

Namibia back into contact with the colonial collections from Berlin and Windhoek, the project contributes

to dealing with colonial traumata and stimulates new cultural creativity and supports the development of

a decolonial, creative future.”
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WHAT’S NEXT? MAY - JUNE 2022

16 - 25 May 2022: CONSERVATION TRAINING AND PREPARATION OF ARTEFACTS FOR TRAVEL - BERLIN

The Namibian Conservator, Ms. Johanna Ndahekelekwa Nghishiko, has travelled to Berlin for a ten-day period in

which she will be receiving extensive practical training. The training comprehends the aspects of preventive

conservation methodologies, conservation and/or restoration, handling and packaging. for the artefacts travel

preparation to Namibia. This process will include the preparation required for transporting the selected 23

artefacts from the Ethnographic Museum of Berlin to the National Museum of Namibia. The artefacts will be

accompanied by an external conservator, EM conservator and NMN conservator together with the other delegates

from Namibia and Germany.

Ms. Johanna Ndahekelekwa Nghishiko and Dr Julia Binter prepare the artefacts for travel.

Photos: © SPK / photothek / Axel Schmidt
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27 - 28 May 2022: BRINGING THE ARTEFACTS HOME

Mrs. Esther Moombolah/Gôagoses, Director of Heritage and Culture Programmes in the Ministry of Education, Arts

and Culture and Head of the National Museum of Namibia, will travel to Berlin to accompany the artefacts as they

return home. Mrs. Moombolah/Gôagoses will attend the press conference at the Ethnologisches Museum on 24

May and travel back with the artefacts on 27 May 2022. The artefacts will travel to Namibia while accompanied by

a delegation consisting of Mrs. Moombolah/Gôagoses, the two Conservators from EM (Ms. Eva Ritz) and NMN (Ms.

Johanna Ndahekelekwa Nghishiko). The artefacts will arrive in Windhoek on 28 May 2022.

MONDAY 30 MAY 2022: PRESS CONFERENCE - WINDHOEK (OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)

A press conference will be held on 30 May 2022 at 14h00 at the Independence Memorial Museum. The press

conference will coincide with the return of the 23 Namibian artefacts from the Ethnographic Museum, Berlin.

Namibian and German project partners will be speaking on the significance of bringing home artefacts that are

highly significant for the history and cultural expressions of Namibia. They will also present the next steps in the

collaborative project such as the research on the artefacts in communities of origin throughout Namibia and the

creative engagement with the historical artefacts by Namibian artists and designers.

WEDNESDAY 01 JUNE 2022: LAUNCH OF THE MUSEUM OF NAMIBIAN FASHION - OTJIWARONGO

Together with our project partners, the Museums Association of Namibia (MAN), the Gerda Henkel Foundation,

and the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture (MoEAC) would like to invite all Namibians and all citizens of the

world, to attend the virtual launch of the Museum of Namibian Fashion on 01 June 2022.

The physical Museum of Namibian Fashion in Otjiwarongo, Namibia will officially be launched at 10h00. The

Museum will officially be launched by Hon. Faustina Caley (Deputy Minister of Education, Arts and Culture).

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the museum launch will be both physical (limited to invited guests which

comprised the project partners, advisory board, and speakers) and virtual (with pre-recorded speeches and

performances and a guided tour of the museum) which will be aired on the MAN YouTube Channel, Facebook Page

and all other online platforms. The museum will be open to the public from 08 June 2022.

The launch will include addresses by Honourable James Uerikua (Governor of the Otjozondjupa Region), Mrs.

Nehoa Hilma Kautondokwa (Chairperson, Museums Association of Namibia), Ms. Maria Caley (Chairperson of the

Museum of Namibian Fashion Advisory Committee), Ms. Esther Moombolah/Gôagoses (Director of Heritage and

Culture Programs, Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture), Dr. Larissa Förster (Academic Advisor to the Project), Dr.

Anna-Monika Lauter (Head of Operative Programmes at the Gerda Henkel Stiftung), Prof. Lars-Christian Koch

(Director of the Ethnologisches Museum), Prof. Dr. Hermann Parzinger (President Stiftung Preussischer

Kulturbesitz), Ms. Josephine Mutenda (Director of Education, Arts and Culture), His Worship Gotlieb Shivute (Mayor

of Otjiwarongo).

The launch will also include remarks from Ms. Cisla Rukoro (Fashion designer/Mudwaro Workshop Participant), Ms.

Hertha Bukassa (Culture Officer, Otjozondjupa Region and Advisory Board member), Mr. Kavenauare Tjiuoro

(Former Documentalist at NMN and now a Culture Officer, Otjozondjupa Region), Ms. Albertina Nekongo and Mr.

Ndamian Hangula (Scholarship Recipients) and a guided tour of the museum by Mr. Kevanhu Alfred Muifi (Curator

of the Museum of Namibian Fashion) and performances by the Otjiwarongo Multi-Cultural Group.
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02 - 07 JUNE 2022: CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOPS FOR MUSEUM PROFESSIONALS - WINDHOEK

The workshops are particularly aimed at MAN member museum workers who are actively working with a collection

of artefacts. The workshops will include 25 Namibian museum professionals and will be held at the National

Museum of Namibia. The workshops will include a two-day Capacity Building Workshop in Preventive Conservation

and restoration which will be facilitated by Ms. Eva Ritz and Ms. Johanna Nghishiko. The second Capacity Building

Workshop in Provenance Research and Cooperative Exhibition Practice will be facilitated by Ms. Golda Ha-Eiros, Dr.

Larissa Förster and Dr. Julia Binter.
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MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT

CREATING THE MUSEUM OF NAMIBIAN FASHION
Museums are the custodians of our cultural heritage. For the Museum of Namibian Fashion, MAN believes that it is

important to preserve the artefacts in this museum because their meaning and design can and will inspire young

Namibians working in the creative industries.

It is for this reason that MAN held a stakeholder’s workshop to discuss the concept of establishing a Museum of

Namibian Fashion. The idea is that the museum will provide an opportunity for visitors to view historical items of

clothing and accessories, as well as contemporary designs inspired by Namibia’s rich history and cultural diversity.

The workshop produced some lively discussions about the definition of Namibian Fashion, which was important in

determining the scope of the museum. Participants also urged collaboration with archaeologists and rock art

specialists so that the pre-photography history of Namibian clothing can be included in the museum.

A competition was also launched to design a logo for the Museum of Namibian Fashion. The successful designer

won a stay at a Lodge sponsored by the Gondwana Collection and a Safari Sweater and Card Holder sponsored by

Couture by Kim.

Another workshop held by MAN in the process of the development of the Museum of Namibian Fashion was the

Mudwaro workshop which invited Namibian fashion designers, seamstresses and tailors to make clothes and

accessories to participate. The workshop gave individuals working in the industry the opportunity to interact with

historical artefacts. The aim of the workshop was to inspire young Namibian creatives to draw on our cultural roots

to develop products that can be worn and will have a uniquely Namibian identity. After the workshop, participants

were invited to submit ideas for making an item or accessory. A number of participants were commissioned to

produce products for show and sale in the Museum of Namibian Fashion.

The Museum of Namibian Fashion showcases past, present and future fashion artefacts from Namibia. The

Museum also intends to create further workshops, residencies and other activities that will benefit Fashion

designers and seamstresses in terms of training and income-generating opportunities.

  The Museum of Namibian Fashion has six galleries. The galleries are organised according to the different materials

that are used to make clothing items and accessories. The focus of these galleries is on historical items but also

includes contemporary items and items commissioned particularly for the Museum. Two of the galleries

demonstrate the manner in which ‘traditional’ fashion continues to shape the identity of Namibians today. One of

these galleries is the “People’s Gallery” which consists of photographs that were contributed by the Namibian

public during Namibian Heritage Week in 2020 and 2021 whilst the other, “Deep Roots, New Fashion” showcases

the work of Namibian fashion designers who draw on our cultural roots to create outfits for the present and the

future.

THE VIRTUAL MUSEUM OF NAMIBIAN FASHION

The Museums Association of Namibia (MAN) believes that museums should be living organisms that should be

updated regularly and able to easily adapt to change. MAN has realised that the COVID-19 pandemic requires

museums to adapt and to do things differently. As a result, the idea of a Virtual Museum of Namibian Fashion was
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born and with funding from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the

development, launch and establishment of the virtual museum were successful.

The website enables visitors to view items, but also to interact with them by adding comments as well as

submitting photographs for possible display in the virtual museum. Ndapewoshali Ndahafa Ashipala from MAN said

“We believe that in these times of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have to do things differently. A virtual museum of

fashion could create an interactive educational space where we can also showcase Namibian culture to both local

and international audiences”.

To access the virtual Museum of Namibian Fashion, simply scan this QR code.

CONSERVATION AND DOCUMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NAMIBIA

ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION AND PREPARING FOR THE RETURN OF ARTIFACTS FROM THE

ETHNOLOGISCHES MUSEUM IN BERLIN
The project employed two Namibian Project Officers in the roles of Documentalist and Conservator. The role of the

Documentalist is to establish a tangible heritage database with digital documentation, produce professional

photographs of artefacts, and develop a website which will provide access to the collection. The Conservator’s role

is to review the storage facilities' condition at the NMN, preventive conservation, assess the condition of the

collections to determine the extent and cause of deterioration, restore and develop creative solutions to clean,

stabilise, by completing and maintaining condition reports of the artefacts. The project officers will be receiving

training. They are expected to provide training on preventive conservation and conservation techniques for a range

of materials, documentation and photography to other Namibian museum officials.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the project faced delays regarding the return of the artefacts. Whilst it should be

noted that the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the project, MAN has also developed creative

strategies that have enabled us to continue to move the project forward.

MASTER OF ARTS IN HISTORY (MATERIAL CULTURE) AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NAMIBIA
Following the expression of interest and submission of the applications for the University of Namibia’s (UNAM)

Masters Programme in Material culture under the project topic: “Confronting Colonial Pasts, Envisioning Creative

Futures: Collaborative Conservation and Knowledge Production of the Historical Collections from Namibia held at

the Ethnological Museum Berlin and the National Museum of Namibia, Windhoek”, two Master of Arts students,

Ms Albertina Nekongo and Mr Ndamian Hangula, were successfully enrolled in the History Section UNAM in 2020.

Mr Hanguals’s research topic is “A study on the historical and contemporary significance of Omwele Gwoshipika

among Aawambo communities” le Ms Nekongo is focusing on the “Omakori: A case study of museum collections

as material archives”.

Their programme of the study was initially scheduled to be completed within a two-year period, from 2020 to

2021. However, due to the restrictions on travel caused by the pandemic Covid 19 virus, they did not manage to

complete the MA program by the end of 2021. The two students are on track to complete their studies at the end

of 2022.
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CONTACT
Mr. Boyson Ngondo Ms. Ndapewoshali Ndahafa Ashipala

Deputy Director, Heritage and Culture Programmes Acting Director

Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture Museums Association of Namibia

Email: Boyson.Ngondo@moe.gov.na Email: om@museums.com.na

Email: boyson.ngondo@yahoo.com Email: info@museums.com.na

Tel: +264 61 293 3052 Tel: +264 61 302230

LET US KNOW
We would like to keep our press mailing list up to date. If you would like to inform us of changes to your address

details or no longer wish to receive press information from the Museums Association of Namibia, please inform us

at info@museums.com.na

READ MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT - PREVIOUS ARTICLES
Call for Applications: Conservator and Documentalist - July 2019:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2019/07/vacancy-announcements-conservator-and-documentalist

Call for Applications: Curator, Museum of Namibian Fashion - July 2019:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2019/07/vacancy-announcement-curator-museum-of-namibian-fashion

Call for Applications: MA Scholarships - July 2019:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2019/07/call-for-applications-ma-scholarships-in-material-culture

Logo Design Competition - June 2020: https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/06/logo-design-competition-museum-of-namibian-fashion

Stakeholder’s Workshop - July 2020: https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/07/building-a-dream

Nayoo Namibia: https://m.facebook.com/people/Nayoo-Namibia/100075868743708/

Logo Design Competition Extension - September 2020:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/09/deadline-extended-logo-competition-for-the-museum-of-namibian-fashion

Namibian Heritage Week: Ogondo/Ongondo - September 2020:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/09/watch-video-nhw2020-museum-of-namibian-fashion-ongodo-ongondo

Namibian Heritage wee: Ekori - September 2020:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/09/watch-video-nhw2020-museum-of-namibian-fashion-ekori

Mudwaro Workshop - November 2020: https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/11/mudwaro-the-roots-of-namibian-fashion-workshop

Launch of the Virtual Museum of Fashion - August 2021:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2021/08/launch-of-the-virtual-museum-of-namibian-fashion

Coming Soon: Museum of Namibian Fashion - February 2022:

https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2022/02/coming-soon-the-museum-of-namibian-fashion

The Namibian Newspaper 24 August 2021: https://www.namibian.com.na/6212714/archive-read/Namibia-launches-virtual-museum-for-fashion

UNESCO website: 18 August 2021: https://en.unesco.org/news/official-launch-virtual-museum-namibian-fashion

MAN Website 16 August 2021: https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2021/08/launch-of-the-virtual-museum-of-namibian-fashion

MA website 03 July 2020: https://www.museums.com.na/entry/2020/07/building-a-dream

Fashion Council of Namibia Website: https://fashioncouncilnamibia.org/projects.php

Windhoek Express Newspaper: 22 August 2021 https://www.we.com.na/news/virtual-fashion-museum-opens-in-capital2021-08-22/

Jafriq radio Online 07 September 2021: https://www.jafriqradioonline.com/namibia-how-namibian-fashion-has-persevered/

All Africa online 07 September 2021: https://allafrica.com/stories/202109070862.html

New Era Newspaper 27 August 2021: https://www.pressreader.com/namibia/new-era/20210827/281883006433825

Namibia Press Agency (NAMPA) 20 August 2021: https://www.nampa.org/index.php?model=categories&function=display&id=21547833

22 October 2021: 23 Artefacts Of Namibian Origin To Return From Germany:

https://www.namibianewsdigest.com/23-artefacts-of-namibian-origin-to-return-from-germany/
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